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Historiale.' He showed the rilanu­
script to Witten. 

That eveniug, Witten phoned 
him back. '1 measured his 
manuscript and mine, and they 

. \Vere of identical size. Even 
more exciting, the wormholes in 
the map corresponded with the 
wormholes at the front of the 
Speculum, and the wormholes 
at the back of the Speculum 
corresponded with the worm­
holes of the 'Tartar Relation.' 
There was no doubt in my mind 
that the ¡hree were originalJy 
bound together in that order.' 

Here, suddenly, was apparent 
proof that the Vinland Map was 
genuine: a fifteenth-century copy 
of older maps which confirmed 
the legend of the Eddas (Ice·' 
landic Sagas) and the skimpy 
archaeological evidence to re­
veal the landing of the No1'se­
men iU.the Jl:ew World. 

D1' Marston,' after much 
thought, gave the ' Speculum ' to 
Mrs Witten, aJthough the three 
parchments had now be<;Qme 
immensely valuable, financlally 
and in terms of history. DI' 
Marston hoped, as he recorded, 
that ' this generosi'ty would give 
Yale Librarv sorne element of 

. control over the disposition of 
the map in the event that Mrs' 
Witten should decide .to selJ 
it. . . . This hope', was fully 
realised.' 

The forged map ; , Vinland ' on the. left represents the part .of North America visHed 
by tenttJ-century Norsemen. . . 

(Contl71ued from page 1) 

ferred at first to believe. rhe map 
genuine: the un~versity press 
so-ld ten thousand copies of the 
map and related works and COll­
tracted for another 40,000. with 
the Book of the Month Club. 
Their text included no hint°that 
there were sceptical views. 

MI' Witten,' in. turn, .was an 
old friend of MI' Thomas E. 
Marston, former CUl'ator of 
renaissance . and medieval 
literature in the Bienecke 

_collection. Marston, too, is 
understood to contest the 
McCrone findings. But he is on 
holiday in the Caribbean, abd 
was not available for comlÍJent. 

Nowcomes the c,omplex _and 
curious question of haw the Vin­
land Map was authenticated. In 
his preface to the magnificent 
volume, 'The Vinland Map and 
the Tartar Relation,' DI' Marston 
1'ecounts how Witten showed 
him in 1957 the volume consist­
ing of the Relation and the map. 
Immensely exciting as the map 
seemed, it could not be dated, 01' 
surely associated with the other 
manuscri-pt. It stayed with MI' 
Witten,¡who gave the volume ro 
his wife. But then, in. 1958. DI' 

. Marston bought ' from a London 
bookselJer' among othe¡- things 
a fifteenth-centul'Y cOPY of. 'vin­
cent de .Beauvais' 'Speculum 
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Chair strike 
decision day 

Toe Frenú'l see illé: a meet­
--.::g as desirable oefore moving 
~ to rheir proposal rOI" a United 
,ations '-"orla es:::ergy confer­

ence ro be held larer rhis year. 
.....- ey ha,e stili nOr decided 

ether to at:e:::d the confer­
ence of oi: consu.--:-.ing countries 
-mcIuding European States, 
~"'e US, Canada and Japan-pro­

lsed bv Presi¿em ;'IIixou for 11 
Februaiy iu "-ashington. 

The European Commission's 
own six-poinr proposal for deal­
ing with rhe energy crisis may 
be discussed by the Community 
Council of ~Iinisters at tbeir 
meetings next week.· They may 
alSll be referred to at Wednes­
day's special meeting of the 
Council caBed to discussthe 
deadlock on the Community's 
regional fundo But Britain ha;; 
hitherto blocked a decision on 
the energy proposals unta the 
regional fund lssue hasbeen 
settled. 

In any case, the Commission's 
proposals do not include any 
suggestions for jOillt European 
oil . purchasing 01' bargaining 
with oil producers in place of 
the separate national deals criti­
cised ·by Sir Christopher Soames. 

Their main purpose is to estab­
lish surveillance by the Com­
mission over sto¿ks, l}lovement 
and prices of petroleum .prod­
ucts within the Community, as 
weJI as control ovar oil eJ<;ports 
ano intra-community oi! tI·ade. 

Five hundred w(¡rkers in -Hull 
-ivill decide tomorrow whether to 
sray OUt in suppor.r of one man, who 
\Vas sacked after sawing two legs off
a canteen chail'. 

MI' Colin James, a branch official 
of the Amalgamated Union of 
Engineering Workers, said he sawed
off the legs 'in the heat of the 
moment' because he was fed up
,ith colleagues squabbling over 
.-ho should sit in it. He has offered 

ro pay for another chair, but the 
tímber firm, Hol1is' Brothers, h~s 
~efused to reinstate bim. 

Who forgedVinlandmap? 
. ' But there remained a mystery '!A 

about the provenance of the rU! 
m'ap, This mystery, never quite ad 
cleared up, encouraged doubters o~ 
to persist with their inquiries, E 
These were search.i,ngly . ex­ ¡W 
pressed at a symposium on the \.:;:[ 
Vinland MaD held at the Smith­
sonian Institution in Washington ,q
in 1966. . 

There were also doubtsat the 
Bl'itish Museum, The great 
celebration volume on the Vin­
land Map published by Vale 
contains three contributions by 
two British scholars: DI' R. A. 
Skelton. then supei-intendent of 
the Map Room, and MI' .George 
Painter, assistam keeper of:::: r
printed books at the museum. a 
N-either­ expressed-any {}. . 1 
about the map in what they IJ 
wrote, Bút, in fact, the museum 
laboratory had already done a 
visual analy:sis of the map by 
infra-red exposl,lre and other 11 
methods and had discqvered 
something odd: there was no 
iron in the ink of the map. 

Since then, a ystematic 
search for fifteenth-century 
manuscripts from the Upper 
Rhine which did not use iron 
compourids of some kind in their 
ink has proved fruitless, and t' is 
was one of the factors which 
final1y persuaded Vale library, 
egged 0.0 by tbe always-sceptical 
Historv Department; to hand 

~ the map and manuscripts over 
I to McCr.one. 

Dr Ske1ton is now dead. His' 
successor, DI' 'Helen Wallis, 
said yesterday : 'He began with 
doubts, but then decided that it 
was authentio.' Other details 
aboút the map's proveuance, 
however, are coming out. 

Ir was, in fact, seen by the 
British Museum 'in 1957. Accord· 
ing to Dr Wallis, it was at one 
tinte in the hands of the Hamp­
stead bookseIlers, Davis and 
Orioli, though it is not clear 
whether they ever acquired it. In 
1957, MI' J. 1. Davis persuaded 
the then ow,ner to come to the 

. museum and show the map to 
expenso This owné'r was Enzo 
Ferrajoli de Ry, an Italian 
bookseller resident in Barce· 
lona, who sold it to Laurence 
Witten. 

Rnth MI' Davis arrd Signar Fer­
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bookselJer residE!l1t in Barce· 
lona, who sold it to Laurence 
Witten. 

Both MI' Davis and Signor p'er­
rajoli are now dead. But Perra­
joli had form-he was impri­
soned in Spain on 'charges that 
he had stolen manuscripts from 
the cathedral library of La Seo 
at Saragossa and sold them to 
Yale. He W¡¡s later released when 
the charges were' dropped. MI' 
Witten says that it was his 
understanding that Perrajoli 
had not owned the manuscript 
for long, but had bought it from 
a Spaniard who said that it had 
been in his family for sorne time. 
Adding that hepaid only $3,500 
for the volume, MI' Witten 
argues that the Saragossa epi­
sode does not affeet the authen­
ti<;ity of the map: he refers to a 
list, of the missing Saragossa 
manuscripts published in SPllin 
which does not inelude anything 
identifiable as the map 0'1' the 
, Tartar Relation.' ' 

It remains a remarkable co­
incidence tbat the booksellers 
who handled the map and the 
, Relation' for Perrajoli were 
ll(me other than the booksellers 
r'om wuom, a. .arentl bv utter 

chl'\nce, MI' Marston acquire le 
Speculum that very same year: 
Davis and Orioli." According to 
his own, accol,lnt, MI' Marston 
had not the slightest idea that 
the Specuhim copy had any­
thing to do with the Vinland 
Map. Both the Speculum and 
the 'Relati'on ' seem to' be genu­
ine. If th~ map is not, rhen rhe 
'coincidence of the wormholes 
must' also be the resült of 
forgery. 

Who was the forger? DI' '! 
Wallis discovered that the world- . 
map 011 which Vinland appears i' 
fits almost precisely in parts 
over a little-known map projec· 
tion known as the 'Aitoff Pro- i 
jection' published in the United ~ 
States in 1921, The forger may ,,: 
have traced this projection on to 
a blank sheet of genuine manu­
script, perhaps even a page 
which he had washed 01' scraped 
elean of writing. 

T h e western ' Vinland ' 
details, and especially the cap­
tions, were partly his own in­
vention, though Greenland 
shows features unknown until 
the nineteenth century. He, 01' 
they. elearly had an immense 
scholarly knowledge - of Norse 
colonisation. Experts in London 
woúld be interested to have a. 
talk with Luka Jelic, a Croat 
who wrote a volunle on the 
evangelisation of North América 

. before Christopher Columous, 
and was prone to references to 
documents nobody else had 
seen.. Unfort¡.Illately, the book 

.carne out in 1897. MI' J elic, too, 
is dead. 

Pascinated cartographers and 
histo.rians are gathering in the 
Royal Geographical Society in 
London next week for a sympo· 
sium. Walter McCrone wilJ be 
present, to explain his spectl'o­
gl'aphic evidence of forgery. The 
title of the meeting is 'The 
Strange Case of the Vinland 
Map.'

It looks, indeed, as if the I 
world of science has been fooled. 
But Dr WalJis offers a charitahle 
last word : 'You know. whoever 
did it just possibly may have 
drawn that map f om a genuine 
source which hasn't come to 
light. .• .' 




